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ICC Wales gives event organisers a taste of Wales 
 

With just over a year to go until it opens, ICC Wales hosted its first ever all-inclusive 

familiarisation trip for a specially selected group of Professional Conference Organisers, 

Association Conference Managers and Agents at the under-construction venue on 2 & 3 

May.  

 

Billed as a ‘taste of brilliance’, the itinerary included dinner on the evening of arrival at sister 

venue Celtic Manor, a visit to the ICC Wales sensory sales suite and a special lunch in a 

marquee erected in the construction site. Lunch was served from ‘chefspiration stations’ 

where delegates could sample some of the innovative and healthy food options prepared 

under the culinary philosophy of “Mind, Body and Soul” which will drive the culinary offer at 

ICC Wales. 

 

Delegates also practised their own culinary skills thanks to a cooking lesson on the art of 

making Welsh Cakes and finished off their authentic Welsh experience with an opportunity 

for even the most nervous of singers to join in a spot of group choir singing, right down to 

two part harmonies.  

 

Event planners also visited Coldra Court Hotel which is part of the Celtic Manor Collection 

and situated in close proximity to the site of the new convention centre. 

 

Ian Edwards, CEO, ICC Wales and the Celtic Manor Resort, commented:  

“We were delighted to share the progress of the ICC Wales build with so many key event 

organisers. With just over a year to go until the venue officially opens in its wonderful 

woodland location, it was fantastic to be able to show them a building which is progressing 

fast and illustrate how our offering is developing, in particular in relation to our fantastic food 

and beverage team.” 

 

Stephanie Grant, Head of Conferences and Project Support at UNISON, said: 

“It’s been an amazing 24 hours of great food and good company and the team here have 

been really, really welcoming. We’ve enjoyed a wonderful flavour of what’s to come and ICC 



 
 

Wales looks like it’s going to be a great venue. What’s really impressed me is the flexibility 

that has been built into this convention centre. It’s not only geared up for big exhibitions, the 

number of meeting rooms and the combinations that can be made with them looks really 

versatile for all types of events.” 

 

Clinton Lloyd, Meetings Secretary at the Society for Cardiothoracic Surgery in Great Britain 

and Ireland, added: 

“It’s been a very informative and very helpful site visit and the animation in the 3D virtual 

walkaround was superb, giving us a real visualisation of what the final venue will look like. 

The location of ICC Wales is a major attraction for us with it being so central and enjoying 

ease of travel and access from the majority of the UK and Ireland. It’s also really important 

for us that we can accommodate all our delegates close by and there seems to be a 

fantastic array of hotels and accommodation around this venue.”      

 

Jennie Mort, Director at Sovereign Conference, said: 

“I’ve been on many hard hat tours but this is the first time I’ve eaten lunch on a building site 

for a new venue! We’ve done some exciting activities and it’s been a great chance to catch 

up on all the developments at ICC Wales. We organise a lot of association events which 

move around the country to four or five different destinations and a venue like this is 

something Wales really needs.”  

 

An £83.7m joint venture between Celtic Manor Resort and Welsh Government, when 

finished ICC Wales will accommodate 5,000 delegates and includes a 4,000sqm pillar-free 

main hall, a 1,500-seated auditorium, 12 flexible meeting rooms, a double-height glass 

atrium and a 2,500 sqm outdoor plaza. 

 

- Ends – 
 

For all media enquiries, photos, additional comment and request for interview please 

contact: Ken Kelling, Nancy Cremore or Evie Kennedy at davies tanner Tel: +44 (0)1892 

619100 / +44 (0)7941 218915 Ken.kelling@daviestanner.com 

Notes to editors 
ICC Wales is managed by the Celtic Manor Resort’s expert leadership team responsible for 

the successful delivery of the 2014 Nato Summit and the 2010 Ryder Cup. 

Opening in 2019, the ICC Wales is located within the grounds of the Celtic Manor Resort in 

Newport just two minutes from the M4.  

 


